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October 23, 2007
Dear Interested Party:

The National Park Service (NPS) proposes to implement a new trail plan (Trail Plan) for the
Roanoke Valley section of the Blue Ridge Parkway (Parkway). The Trail Plan, which would be
between the Roanoke Valley Greenway Commission (Commission) and the Parkway, would be
from Stewarts Knob, Milepost 110.6 to Masons Knob, Milepost 126.2. The intent of this project
is to develop a safe and integrated trail system that would provide critical linkages between the
Roanoke Valley greenway trail network, Parkway trails, and the community. This trail system
would provide the public with a greatly enhanced range of trail opportunities as well as provide
Parkway trail planning, mapping and rehabilitation assistance from the Roanoke Valley
Greenway Commission.

An Environmental Assessment (EA) will be prepared to describe the affected environment and
analyze potential impacts associated with a No Action Alternative and two action alternatives.
The alternatives address unauthorized trail use between the park motor road and sites off of the
Parkway, improvement and maintenance of existing trails, new trails and multi- use including
mountain biking on the Chestnut Ridge Trail. This EA will analyze alternatives and the resulting
decision will establish the future direction for how the NPS would work with the Commission,
biking and horse advocacy groups and the community at large. As previously stated, a Trail Plan
would be implemented that would provide a safe and integrated trail system linking Parkway
trails, the Roanoke Valley Greenway Trail network and the community, as well as close
unauthorized trails and designate authorized trail connections.

Project Background

On November 1, 2001, the Roanoke Valley Greenway Commission and Blue Ridge Parkway
signed a General Agreement allowing the Commission to assist with trail planning, mapping and
rehabilitation under the direction of Parkway staff. In the spring of 2002, discussions were
initiated between Parkway staff and the Commission to explore options for development of an
integrated system that would provide critical linkages between the two systems, providing the
public with a greatly enhanced range of trail opportunities.

Inventory and assessment of the Roanoke trail system began in June 2002 in conjunction with an
International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA) trail building school hosted at Explore
Park. During the school many of the trails on and around the Parkway were walked and
examined to determine the potential for a valley-wide trail system that connected to the Parkway.






